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THE WORK 

This is a Fake Book, a utngo analog to L ho popular jazz Fake Books. To thai end, ii is intentionally without 
expressive markings, without tempo indications, rhythmic variations etc. Interpretation is entirely up to the performer. Il 
is, of course, necessary to be familiar with die tango performance style in order to bring this book to life. It is also good 
for l lie student of tango, and (or die arranger. 

All i ran scrip l ions were done by me; the 'nuns' in the charts stands for 
Mark Arthur Wyman. I made these over the course of more than four years. 
They were done as necessity dictated, more or less. Some w ere done for pleas- 
ure, or to correct another existing inaccurate chart, or because i couldn't find 
any written music. When i had the idea of The Tango Fake Book, then i began ' ■ * » - * 

to make them because i thought something in particular should be included. 
I have tried to simplify melodies as much as possible, to get at the unadorned essence 
of any tune. Why clutter things up with a bunch of markings in a elementary, silly 
arrangement a la Korn'. J My idea is specifically to not influence a performance, to 
allow full flower of creativity from a performer, in the moment of performance, or 
when beginning an entirely new arrangement. 

Some pieces are easier than others to distill from a complex arrangement. Piazzolla's essential melodic ideas are 
almost inseparable from his arrangements; Pugliese can present the same di flic ul tics. Bui insofar as it is possible, i have 
tried to eliminate indications of an actual arrangement. Make your own! 

I have added some markings in the scores just for convenience of reference. For 
instance, A and B labels for sections of each tune, which i think are more neutral than 
other labels like Trio, Refrein and so on; or, in some (for ex., Piazzolla's Bafada para un 
loco), i mix) and outro labels. 

Where harmonies are not obvious* or where i could not determine a single basic 
harmony; i base provided alternates for ex., I -no). Or melody loo Galio en go). 

I made most of the tangos in 2/4. Tango seems obviously, lo me, to be in 2/4: it is generally danced two steps 
per measure, and i think the music reflects this. These days many people disagree, and .say thai all tango should be writ- 
ten in 4/4. Modern tango, especially Piazzolla, Mosalini, Bcyielmann and so on, can be and perhaps should be, and so i 
made an exception for the Piazzolla tangos and transcribed them in 4/4. 

The design of l he book, cover included, is mine too. It is in A 4 size paper The cover liile font is Metro Retro 
hv .\ick Curtis. 
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REPERTOIRE 

The choice of repertoire was a bit haphazard. I know most of these tangos because i played ihem often. Some 
were from the very beginning of my experience playing in SF [JjK.a, Oblivion, Cumpamia). These happened to he the ones 
chosen by Dale Meyer for us lo play. Sonic were from arrangements of orquesta parts. Some arc lie re because of sheer 

nnPAUirn i\r i a obviousness -a tango musician can't live without them 'Choclo, Cumpamta, etc.;. Of some i 

UKuANIlU Ut LA 

heard fantastic performances or recordings. Some are here because, someone told me to 

/^".•,""i.". B T ta learn them or transcribe them, or i had to perform them, maybe with a singer, which is 

where most of the canciones came from. Some just bec ause i love them and i can't live 

r 

without them {Organ do de la iardi\ for example}. Some perhaps are not so well known, but i liked them and fell thai they 
should be played more. 



But in the end i feel i base torn piled here a very good collection of tango, an essential songlist for beginner and 
experienced tango musician alike. There are represented lie re some of the very first tangos, through the Golden Age to 
modern, covering a wide range of tango styles. Included are many of die . ( rilATI A 

most popular tangos ever written, along with some less known. I he great- VM,V- J 11 

est tango composers are present, such as Troilo, Discepolo, Saiga m m m mm 

Filibcrto; along with one-hit wonders like Ernesto de la Cruz. i — — 3 ^^^^ ■ ■ '■ ■ ■■ 

I it 1 member years ago, argentine bandoneonisla Bocha Lopez 
came to San Francisco, At one point, he gave me a list of tangos to play, maybe 30 or so, the standard ones that he knew 
for any gig I looked at the list and thought, hmm, i know one, two, Cumparsita, C/toclo, no more. Now i am familiar with 
them all, and they are here. Another time, Jur Hcijnen, a DJ and tango dance teacher with a very nice milonga in 
Amsterdam, gave mc his list of the best tangos a group should play Again, i knew several, but not many. I learned them, 
transcribed ihcm, and they too are all here. This has happened a few limes, and each time i wrote out the melody and 
chord— s, and then included them here. 



TANGO 

Tango is the most beautiful, profound, passionate and complete music 5 have ever heard. I say complete, because 
it's got everything in it that i like best in music, all the various styles that i have played. It's got the audacious power of rock, 
the dirl and rawness and compelling rhythm of folk music, some of the harmonies, and all of the improvisational freedom, 
of jazz, And classical - i need absolutely even' thing i ever learned .studying- classical to play tango well. Every chop, every 
elude, all my technique, interpretive skills, ail go into tango, because all the infamous difficulties are present: all ihe blistering 
runs of octaves, thirds, trills, scales, fast arpeggios, melting legato, and lovely shaping and shading of phrase that you would 
hear in an average Horowitz or Toscanini performance are all used in good tango performances. In every good tango 
recording there is much -subtlety; balance, grace, elegance, 1 feel that any number of tango pianists can, at the very least. 




hold their own against many of the great classical pianists. Horaeio Saiga n is 
a fabulous pianist by any standard. 

There are three basic rhythms in tango; tango, milonga and sals. A 
tango has that basic 2/4 (or 4/4) tango feel that we all know and low. A 
tango vals has a 3/4 rhythm. And a milonga is in 2/4, but has a quicker feeh 
with a characteristic swing due to a syncopated accent in every measure, an 
anticipation of the 2d beat. I have included here a selection of all three types 
of tango. 



LAST COMMENTS 

This work is not done. How can it be? There are a billion beautiful tangos in the world. I am always adding new 
ones. I can't help it. It's an obsession, really irresistible. There are so many more to do. 

Do you know a tango, your favorite, that unbearably beautiful, irresistible thing you can't get out of your head? Let 
me know; and it may be included in the next edition, The Tango Fake Book, Volume 2. So many beautiful tangos, 
milongas and valscs in the world.... 

Do you have comments? criticism? information, such as dates of composition? Do you see a mistake? Please let 
me know. I am glad to hear from users of this book. 

Look for the Tango Fake Book, Volume 2, with a completely new selection of tangos; and the Vocal Tango Fake 
Book, both coming soon. 
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